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0000000000000 00000-chapterd and chapters

&lt;0 O 0O 0 &gt;&lIt/0 O O O &gt;Historically, the four major forms of ascetic Protestantism have been
Calvinism, Pietism, Methodism, and the Baptist sects. None of these churches are completely independent of each
other, or even from non-ascetic churches. Even their strongest dogmatic differences were combined in various
ways, and similar moral conduct can be found in all four.

In this section, Weber presents some of the most fundamental doctrines of Calvinism, as well as discussing how
dogma affected practical living. After presenting the doctrines of Calvinism, Weber turns to three other ascetic
Protestant religions

The first religion Weber describes is Calvinism. Calvinism's most distinctive dogma is the doctrine of
predestination. Calvinists believe that God preordains which people are saved and which are damned. Calvinists
came to this idea from logical necessity. Men exist for the sake of God, and to apply earthly standards of justice to
God is meaningless and insulting. To question one's fate is similar to an animal complaining it wasn't born a man.
Humans do not have the power to change God's decrees, and we only know that part of humanity is saved, and
part damned.

It was psychologically necessary that they have some means of recognizing people in a state of grace, and two such
means emerged. First, it was considered an absolute duty to consider oneself to be one of the saved, and to see
doubts as temptations of evil. Secondly, worldly activity was encouraged as the best means of gaining that
self-confidence.

Why could worldly activity take on this level of importance?

Calvinism rejected the mystical elements of Lutheranism, where humans were a vessel to be filled by God. Rather,
Calvinists believed that God worked through them. Faith had to be shown in objective results. Good works were
not a means to salvation, but they were a sign of having been chosen.

Weber observes that Calvinism expected systematic self-control, and provided no opportunity for forgiveness of
weakness. "The God of Calvinism demanded of his believers not single good works, but a life of good works
combined into a unified system." This was a rational and systematic approach to life. Since people had to prove
their faith through worldly activity, Calvinism demanded a kind of worldly asceticism.
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After presenting the doctrines of Calvinism, Weber turns to three other ascetic Protestant religions, the first being
Pietism. Historically, the doctrine of predestination was also the starting point of Pietism, and Pietism is closely
linked to Calvinism. Pietists had a deep distrust of the Church of the theologians, and they tried to live "a life freed
from all the temptations of the world and in all its details dictated by God's will." They looked for signs of rebirth in
their daily activity. Pietism had a greater emphasis on the emotional side of religion than orthodox Calvinism
accepted, and Lutheran strains of Pietism existed.. First, Pietists believed that the methodical development of one’s
state of grace in terms of the law was a sign of grace. Secondly, they believed that God gives signs to those in states of
perfection if they wait patiently. We see that Pietism had an uncertain basis for its asceticism that made it less
consistent than Calvinism. This is partly due to Lutheran influences, and partly due to emotionalism. This study
thus explains some of the differences in the character of people under the influence of Pietism instead of Calvinism.
Methodism represented a combination of emotional yet ascetic religion with an increasing indifference to
Calvinism's doctrinal basis. Its strongest characteristic was its "methodical, systematic nature of conduct." Method
was primarily used to bring about the emotional act of conversion, and the religion had a strong emotional
character. Good works were only the means of knowing one's state of grace. The feeling of grace was necessary for
salvation. From our viewpoint, the Methodist ethic had an uncertain foundation similar to Pietism's. Like
Calvinism, they looked at conduct to assess true conversion. However, as a late product, Methodism can generally
be ignored, since it doesn't add anything new to the idea of a calling.

The Baptist sects (Baptists, Mennonites, and Quakers) form an independent source of ascetic Protestantism other
than Calvinism; their ethics rest on a different basis. These sects are unified by the idea of a believers' church, a
community of only the true believers. This worked through individual revelation, and one had to wait for the Spirit
and avoid sinful attachments to the world. Despite having a different foundation than Calvinism, they too rejected
all idolatry of the flesh as a detraction from the respect due God. They believed in the continued relevance of
revelation. Like the Calvinists, they devalued the sacraments as a means to salvation, which was an important form
of rationalization. This led to the practice of worldly asceticism. An interest in economic occupations was increased
by their rejection of politics; they embraced the ethic of "honesty is the best policy."

These forms of ascetic Protestantism are less central to Weber's study than Calvinism, and it is therefore less
important to get a complete understanding of the doctrine and lifestyle of their followers. These religions are less
rational than Calvinism, because they have a strong emotional element that introduces some of the "magic" that
Calvinism rejected. These religions do encourage systematic and methodical living, however, which is an important
trait of rationalization. The most important tie among these different religions is their worldliness and their belief in
signs of religious grace. This leaves these religions with a concept of the calling that is centered in the practical
world.

Weber now turns to the conclusion of his study, and attempts to understand the relationship between ascetic
Protestantism and the spirit of capitalism. Weber then attempts to clarify the ways in which the Puritan idea of the
calling and asceticism influenced the development of the capitalistic way of life.

First, asceticism opposed the spontaneous enjoyment of life and its opportunities. Such enjoyment leads people
away from work in a calling and religion. Weber argues, "That powerful tendency toward uniformity of life, which
today so immensely aids the capitalistic interest in the standardization of production, had its ideal foundations in
the repudiation of all idolatry of the flesh."

Furthermore, the Puritans rejected any spending of money on entertainment that didn't "serve God's glory." They
felt a duty to hold and increase their possessions. It was ascetic Protestantism that gave this attitude its ethical
foundation. It had the psychological effect of freeing the acquisition if goods from traditionalist ethics' inhibitions.
Asceticism also condemned dishonesty and impulsive greed. The pursuit of wealth in itself was bad, but attaining it
as the result of one's labor was a sign of God's blessing.

The religious asceticism also gave the businessmen industrious workers, and assured him that inequality was part of
God's design. Thus, one of the major elements of the spirit of modern capitalism, rational conduct based on the
idea of a calling, was "born" from the spirit of Christian asceticism.
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