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In the RepublicO] the Spartanand Cretan regimes were used as examples of timocracy, the kind of
regime inferior only to the best regime but by far superior to demoracy, i.e., the kind of regime which
prevailed in Athens during most of Sorates' (and Plato's) lifetime. In the Laws the Athenian stranger attempts to
correct
timocracy, i.e., to change it into the best possible regime which is somehow in beteen timocracy and the best
regime of the Republic. That best possible regime will prove to be very similar to "the ancestral regime,” the
predemocratic regime, of Athens.
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