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MetaphysicsExecutioner happy to explainHow his wristwatch worksAs he shadows me on the street.I call him that
because he is grim and officiousAnd wears black.The clock on the church towerHad stopped at five to eleven.The
morning newspapers had no date. The gray building on the cornerCould’ve been a state pen,And then he showed
up with his watch,Whose Gothic numeralsAnd the absence of handsHe wanted me to understandRight then and
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000000000 ABook Full of PicturesFather studied theology through the mailAnd this was exam
time.Mother knitted. | sat quietly with a bookFull of pictures. Night fell. My hands grew cold touching the facesOf
dead kings and queens.There was a black raincoat in the upstairs bedroomSwaying from the ceiling,But what was it
doing there?Mother’s long needles made quick crosses. They were blackLike the inside of my head just then.The
pages | turned sounded like wings.&quot; The soul is a bird,&quot; he once said.In my book full of picturesA battle
raged: lances and swordsMade a kind of wintry forestWith my heart spiked and bleeding in its branches.
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