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easy. The fourth time when she committed a wrong, and comforted herself that others also commit wrong. The
fifth time when she forbore for weakness, and attributed her patience to strength. The sixth time when she despised
the ugliness of a face, and knew not that it was one of her own masks. And the seventh time when she sang a song of
praise, and deemed it a virtue.
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Your children are not your children.
They are the sons and daughters of life's longing for itself.
They come through you but not from you.
And though they are with you, yet they belong not to you.
You may house they bodies but not their souls.
For their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow, which you cannot visit, not even in your dreams.
You may strive to be like them, but seek not to make them like you.
For life gose not backward nor tarries with yesterday
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And when you crush an apple with your teeth,say to it in your heart,"Your seeds shall live in my body,"And the
buds of your tomorrow shall blossom in my heart,"And your fragrance shall be my breath."&It;[J [0 O [0 &gt;
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You may house their bodies but not their souls,
For their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow,which you cannot visit,not even in your dreams.
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Love one another but make not a bond of love :
Let it rather be a moving sea between the shores of your souls.
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When love beckons to you follow him,

Though his ways are hard and steep.

And when his wings enfold you yield to him,

Though the sword hidden among his pinions may wound you.
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Definitely, the title is a gimmick. Misleading.
Reading in English is highly recommended, although | didn't because my initial motive was to skim. Even though
Bingxin translated well, it still sounds somewhat awkward and unnatural in Chinese. Words of Gibran are plain but
thought profound. Not beautiful in words, but in thought, especially when one chews. His essays have a sense of
warm breeze in a cloudy day, but we can feel the sun above the clouds.
However, patience required. Don't expect to experience that beauty and warmth in one second. Impossible.
Some words are illuminating.
"Love posssesses not nor would it be possessed.”
"Your children are not your children. They are the sons and daughters of Life's longing for itsself. They come
through you but not from you."
"Your joy is your sorrow unmasked."
“the guilty is oftentimes the victim of the injured.”
"Beauty is eternity gazing at itself in a mirror. But you are eternity and your are the mirror."
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"A little while, a moment of rest upon the wind, and another woman shall bear me."
Since Gibran is a Christian, his style feels like Songs in Bible, but, well, more than that. Emm... | always have a

complicated feeling towards poets, even though he called his works essays. | won't want to read similar works for a
period.
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