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[0 O So it is no surprise that opinion polls show voters ready to punish the Republican Party. Even if John McCain
pulls off a surprise victorylJ beating Barack Obama to the White Housell he will have to govern in deference to a
Democratic Congress. For the Senator John McCain of 20070 that would not be a problem. He had a reputation
for pragmatic bipartisanship and principled opposition to the excesses of the Bush administratiC] [ n. He
sponsored campaign finance reformd He decried state-sanctioned torture] he backed measures to halt climate
changel] he opposed unaffordable tax cuts. At the start of the campaign] Democrats feared Mr. McCain would
woo voters in the centre ground] while conservatives feared he would betray their agenda of moral activism
against abortion] gun control and gay marriage.[] (I Neither fear was justified. The John McCain of 2008 has
abandoned the centre. There have been rightward shifts limit change and tax(J but the change is mostly a matter of
tone. Mr. McCain has tried to portray Obama as an unpatriotic socialist. But most extraordinary was the selection
of Sarah Palin as a running mate. That was an attempt to position Mr. McCain as a tribune in the Culture War
between secular libels and religious conservatives that has paralyzed US politics for generations. Sarah Palin
represents a strand in Republican thinking that sees the party's mission as perpetual insurgency against an
un-American conspiracy run by a cosmopolitan Washington elite. (1 [T ......
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