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[0 O One should listen to the sounds of birds in spring, to the sounds of cicadas in summer, to the sounds of insects
in autumn and Ihe sounds of snowfall in winter; he should listen to the sounds of playing chess in the daytime, the
Sounds of flute under the moonlight, the sounds of pine trees in the mountains, and the sounds of ripples on the
waterside. Then he shall not have lived in vain. But when a young loafer starts a racket in the street or when ones
wife is scolding, one might just as well be deaf.lJ [J It is absolutely necessary that flowers should have butterflies,
hills should have springs, rocks should have moss, water should have water-cress, tall trees should have entwining
creepers, and human beings should have hobbies.[1 [0 One should enjoy flowers in the company of beauties, get
drunk under the moon in the company of charming friends, and enjoy the light of snow in the company of
highminded scholars.(J O Planting flowers serves to invite butterflies, piling up rocks serves to invite the clouds,
planting pine trees serves to invite the wiad, keeping a reservoir of water serves to invite duckweed, building a
terrace serves to invite the moon, planting banana trees serves to invite the rain, and planting willow trees serves to
invite the cicada.J [0 One always gets a different feeling when looking at hills from the top of a tower, looking at
snow from a city wall, looking at the moon in the tamp-light, looking at colored clouds in a boat,and looking at
beautiful women in the room.[] [0 Rocks lying near a plum tree should look "antique," those beneath a pine tree
should look "stupid," those by the side of bamboo trees should look "slender," and those inside a flower basin
should be exquisite.[J [ Blue waters come from green hills, for the water borrows its color from the hills; good
poems come from flavory wine, for poetry begs its inspiration from the wine.
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81 Mr.Lin's immortal masterpiece is one of my favorite. It's a shame that the English Version published in Chinais
a kind of patchy one. Too many eliminated details probably blunted its brilliance. Nevertheless, no matter how
incomplete it might be, this book is also on the tops of my list.Lin's a master of English. The language itself is
enough a reason for me to read. Furthermore, his enlightening thinkings and comments on the philosophy of living
greatly influenced me and confidently displayed the wisdom of a Chinese scholar. He was brought up in the
Christian family. His gradual conversion from a pious Christian to a so-called pagan was elaborated by himself in
this book. Of course he showed the influence of Chinese philosophy in his conversion.There are numerous great
Chinese writers. But seldom can we see someone who writes that much in another language, especially when his
writing is mainly about Chinese culture and wisdom.Highly recommanded!
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