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0 OO With seven children of hisownd Dad knew how trying a viSitto a barber could be for kids. Thats why he
installed an old carousel horse next to the barber chair. A kid couldsit on the horse[] grab hold of the plastic
pommel and imagine he was Roy Rogers while Dad clipped. The boys in our town grew up thinking that having a
haircut was synonymOus With gettinga pony ride.[] J Dad kept a slew of good magazines and comics to read and
an old soda machine in back. For a dime you could get a Coke or a root beer and cool off while you waited. Folks
debated sports and complained about the weather. People congregated at Bobs Barbershop as much for the
company as the cuts.[] 00 Then came the late 1960s. Dad never imagined what a cultural revolution would do to
hairstyles. But suddenly men didnt want their hair cut short any more and kids of my age didnt want it cut at all.
Business slowed to a standstill.C] (0 Dad didnt want to change his job. "ItS what | know best[] " he said. "And t like
being my own boss." So at the age of 46[1 after a quarter of century of hands-on experiencel] he swallowed his
pride and went back to barber school. He learned new cuts and how to style a mans hair with a blow dryer. He set
up a sleek and new establishment at the malllJ with music and modern chrome chairs. Now the sign in front said
[0 Mr. Vs Style Bar. But the shop still operated bn the principie that the customer comes first.
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