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[0 O A Around the same time as Ptolemy, the Roman Empire founcthat maps were extremely useful. Places as far
apart as Englanl] ~and North Ndca could not easily have been controlled frorrRome without the use of maps. But
for the really interesting timein map-making history, we move forward tothe Middle Ages.lJ [0 B And in case you
are tempted to think that these were tricks thalmapmakers got up to in the past, think again. Many satellitemaps are
retouched with colour to show green vegetation ofblue rivers. The time of day and the time of year plays a parttoo.
Think about it. If you make a map in winter, there will be alot more snow in certain areas, and a lot less in others.[]
[0 C Thanks to the accuracy of this map, it soon became clear that alarge number of deaths had happened very
close to oneparticular water pump. This not only led directly to the closing ofthe pump, but also to an
understanding of how the disease isspread by water.[] [0 D The first lesson was amazing. The course started with a
briefhistory. We were told about the eadiest maps, one of which isfrom Babylonia and was made on a clay tablet
about 4,500years ago. Then, around 2,000 years ago, the Alexandrianastronomer Ptolemy changed the way we
thought about thewodd.[] [0 E Maps can be made in stone, in the sand, even in the earth.Early maps were made on
animal skins. Very often, there werecolourful pictures on them to make them look more attractive.[1 [I F In some
cases, this is accidental but in others, it has beendone on purpose. What happens is that the country whichproduces
the map shows their own land to be much biggerthan it is, while neighbouring countries are shown to be smalland
unimportant.0J 0 G Even more people bought maps after the discovery of Amedcain 1492. In fact, new lands were
being discovered all the timeand our knowledge of the wodd grew rapidly. Ndca and Asia,as well as the Americas,
now began to interest people, andmaps satisfiedour curiosity about the wodd.[J [0 H Imagine, for example, setting
out on a sea voyage not knowingwhat, if anything, you would find. But to make a map, youneed more than just
bravery. It has taken the worlds greatestthinkers, scientists, mathematicians and geographers to putall this
information together and make sense of it.
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