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0 O We provided them board and lodging.
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00 0O 0O 24 June 1982
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0 O O O Dear Comrade Deng,

00

0 O O O Though | can produce no evidence, | feel thatthe “ Yes” asareplytoyour® It' snotbad” is
correct. “* Notbad” isalmosta fixed phrase =" quite good” or*“ fairlygood” and isdifferent from*® not
clever’” ,“ nothappy” ,* notaboy” etc,all of which are semantically opposed to “ clever” ,* happy” ,

“ boy” .

O O“ [ sowhatdid it matter if she was married or not?” is now very common, if still condemned by some
people. After all, what is condemned actually exists. Incidentally, “ so what did it matter if or not she was married
" would sound worse, though it is not impossible in informal style. Certainly it is more condemned than “ ifCJ] or
not” .

0o

0O O O O You might say | seem to be non-committal. But usage is something that one often has to be
non-committal about.

00

0O O O O With best wishes,

00

O O O O Yours sincerely,

00

0 O O O Ge Chuangui
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