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HEN

[J 0 One morning in 190500 or the 31th year of the reign of Emperor Guangxu ofQing Dynasty[] two brothers
set out by boat from their hometown Boa-ahlJ amountain hamlet in Fujian Province on the southern coast of
Chinal for theport city of Xiamen[J some sixty miles away. The boys were full of excitementand chatter[
especially the younger one. Yutang was ten years old[] and today[] hewas taking leave of his hometown and going
with his brother to study in Xiamen.They were sons of Pastor Lin Zhichengd who was born in the poor village
ofWaulisha. Pastor Lin was sending his sons to free missionary schools in Xiamen.[J [1 The Pastor was not a
follower of convention so the boys did not wearqueues. Yutang was a little guy[] deeply tanned] with a
prominent forehead[] apair of sparkling eyes[] and a narrow chin. Six miles later[] when the skiff cameto Xiaoxi
[0 the boys changed to a five-sail junk[] and sailed toward Zhangzhouon West River. There were paddy fields and
farmhouses on either side ofthe river(] and tall mountains stood behind them clad in grey-purplishhues. Yutang
thought it inexpressibly beautiful. After a days journeyd the junkwas tied up against the bank under some bamboo
trees. Yutang was told to liedown[J cover himself with a blanket and go to sleep.[ [ But sleep was the last thing on
the boys mind. The boatman sitting at thejunks stern was sucking at his pipe[] and between gulps of bitter teall
tellingstories about the Empress Dowager Cixi[1 who ruled the court today[] havingput the Emperor Guangxu
under house arrest for supporting the reformersat the palace. Another junk was tied up on the opposite bank[]
brightly lit bylanterns. A soft breeze wafted sounds of merrymaking and music from a luteacross the water. Oh[J
what a beautiful scene
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[0 OO When Feng came in and told of the arrangements, Mrs. Yao said the pricewas unheard-of, but there was
nothing else to do. The children were excitedto learn that there were five carts to go in, and began to talk of how
theywere going to pair off. Tijen wanted to ride with Silverscreen, the maid, whileboth Mulan and Mochow
claimed Coral. For the children it was all fun andexcitement; and for Mulan and Mochow it was their first journey
either in cartsor in canal boats, and they yearned to see Hangchow, about which they hadheard their mother and
Coral speak so much.[J [0 Feng went to call on the Imperial Physician, who was a great friend of theYao family, and
the Imperial Physician promised to bring him the safe conductand whatever escort he could obtain. An order from
Prince Tuan would beprotection for them against both soldiers and Boxers on the way.[] [ The business of
packing seemed so much lighter after Mr. Yao said theywere to take only the summer clothing, but there was
enough to keep theentire household busy the whole day, except Tijen, who continued to play inthe eastern garden
with his hawk, interrupting Silverscreen at her other duties.[] [ That evening there was a brilliant sunset, promising
a hot day for themorrow. After supper the family sat in council and decided how they weregoing to divide up for
the riding in the different carts.[] [1 To each one Mrs. Yao explained clearly that they were going to Tehchow
totake a boat, and gave the address of their home at Hangchow-just in case any-one should get lost. Then all were
told to go to bed early as they were to get upat dawn.
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You must have a conscience. And do not think that Lifu’ s imprisonment was due to me. It was my brother. | had
nothing to do with it. &quot;* Mulan,” she replied, “ | know you hated melJ &quot;“ It does not matter
whether you did or not. We are both grown many years older. l am terribly lonely” .00 000000000
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is human.And - | don't know - the sunrise which made the earth seem so human - it cleanses you from the inside
and makes you want to be kind to everybody who shares this earth with us.You must have the character to stand
that luck. These Japanese have not the character to stand the luck of ruling China.

3[0 Lin Yutang was then considering introducing “ Dream of the red chamber” to the Western world, but he
wrote this novel * Moment in Peking” instead due to following reasons. The delicate beauty of ancient languages
and poems is certainly beyond the capability of any translator, even this could be done, westerners would not be
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able to appreciate its glamour. China was then undergoing the most dramatic changes in her recent millennium,
transforming from an old dynasty to a new republic, and also in her darkest period, humiliated by warlords and
foreign invaders. However, there is hope of a new China coming into place, with the young revolutionary
generation, firmly holding their modern beliefs and ideas. Yes, China shall survive, as long as babies were still being
born on this land and old-fashioned family women like Mania were in support of the warfare. The last century has
been a marvelous one, and no other would serve a better era for the novel. Lin Yutang not only advocated Chinese
culture, history and philosophy to Occidentals, but also claimed justice and respect for this old nation and her
courageous people, who would never give in to adversity. This is a long novel--a thousand pages took me about a
week, but as reading proceeds, time ceases to be a concern with the ever-growing fascination. The first part is less
interesting—depicting Yao’ s early life in the royal capital of Peking. However, it is through reading trivial stories
that we become familiar with the characters, like someone we know for life. Once we withdraw from our own story
into theirs, pity and regret, joy and merry follow, with tears and laughter. Among all characters in this novel, I like
Old Yao the best, then his daughter Mulan and the second son-in-law, Lifu. Old Yao is a ferryman with wisdom, a
liberal Taoist seeking harmony and all of a sudden left home for ten years in the wild universe, and a Zen Buddhist
who discards articulation and always remains open-minded. He resembles Lin Yutang, or at least, acts as Lin
Yutang' sideal figure. Lin Yutang certainly has the wisdom, the poetic temperament, and great tolerance for life.
He has three daughters as well, one committed suicide for love, which would have caused him extreme sorrow but
clearer understanding of life and death. He worked hard, but equally enjoyed leisure and nature. Although Lin
spent many years abroad, writing in English, he nonetheless had deepest concerns for his country and used his pen
as weapon. Itis hard to reach a balance in life, between seriousness and playfulness, internal and external, reality
and dream. One needs more than determination and wellbeing, but right circumstances and an awakened soul. Lin
did it, so did Old Yao, and how I wish | could be one of them! After my children have all settled, | would leave and
perhaps never come back, wandering between the heaven and earth. No one knows me, and | care about no one.
Being free is all what | desire.Mulan is my favorite woman in this novel and the whole story seems to be told in her
perspective. She is well educated in both Chinese literature and modern subjects. Born with a whimsical but
easygoing temperament, she is like her father, longs for simplicity of life and security of family, but time won’ t
allow it—nher daughter died in the student demonstration and her only son joined the army, swearing not coming
back until they drive Japan into the sea. In the first few chapters, Mulan got lost as a kid on Yao’ s fleet from
boxers, and she was staring a fleet again at the end of the book, escaping Japanese invasion. But the second fleet was
not only for safety, but to preserve the nation’ s power and fight back when possible. She is poetic, which makes
her lovely, but she also has the great wisdom like her father does. Mulan is admirable, she is always a girl, and at the
same time, a mother.Lifu, represents the image of a new China, being righteous and determined, who never yields
to his enemies, or equivalently new China’ s. He is easily agitated, and he cares about the nation’ s future, despite
being a scientist in biology. He was not born into a rich family like Yaos and Tsengs, but he is a man of principle
and morality as well as talents, and he never gives up fighting for what he thinks is right. No wonder Old Yao would
marry Mochow to Lifu, and he does need a realistic woman to put him in constraints, for his own safety.The
tragedy is Mulan loved Lifu. Mulan’ s husband, Sunya and Mochow, Lifu’ s wife both knew it, but they kept it
silent. It is the tragedy that makes a story enchanting, and it is perhaps Lin Yutang’ s own story—he fell in love
with the daughter of a rich Gulangyu merchant, but he had to marry another. They are still in a close relationship,
but not ideal, who says life should be ideal then? Even marriage and love are subject to fate, better be contented with
what we have.Of course, this novel cannot be compared to “ Dream of the red chamber” , but this is as good as
you could expect from a Chinese writer commanding English. Lin Yutang was a poor southerner from Amoy, but
he demonstrated a supreme understanding of Beijing, Shanghai, Hangzhou and life of big families there. Moment
in Peking is far beyond being a novel: it is a lively record of what China has gone through in the last century and
what we descendants should remember. But Lin, at that time, failed to foresee what would be waiting for the new
China after wining her victory against Japanese.
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moment in Peking
1.when you yourself are right ,nothing that happens to you can ever be wrong .
2.the girls were born and brought up in a rich family ,but they were not going to remain forever in the family and
live off its fortune .they would be married into different families with different means .hence they must have the
mainstay qualities of womanhood :thrift ,industry ,sobriety ,good manners ,a yeilding temper ,obedience
,knowledge of household management ,and the domestic arts of nursing ,cooking and sewing .
3.a taoist was naturally more liberal-minded than a confucianist .a confucianist was always quiet sure that he was
right ,while a taoist was equally sure that everybody else was right and he himself wrong .
4.Peking as a human creation was not the work of anyone ,rather the joint product of generations of men who had
the instinct for beautiful living .climate ,topography ,history ,folk customs ,architectures ,and the arts combined to
make it the city that it is .the human element in the life of Peking is the great thing .the unmistakable poise and
leisurely accent of the speech of a pekinese boy ,girl ,man ,or women is sufficient evidence of this human culture
and this geniality of life .an accent is but
the spiritual voice of a whole people .
5.she began to think of sunya ,that boy who had smile such a broad smile at her when she first saw him in the boat
on the grand canal .how fate had indeed thrown them together .
6.east and west ,from ancient to modern times ,the ideal woman has always been conceived to be one white of skin
,supple in flesh ,and soft and round in her contours.
7.wealth was to himlike a fireworks display tracing lines of fire in the dark sky ——uwith plenty of splutter and
brilliance ,and ending in smoke ,ashes ,and the charred ends on the ground .
8.how many girls in those day had dreams that were never fulfilled and ambitions that were never satisfied ,hopes
that were thwarted on the threshold of marriage ,and lay dormant in the breast and were expressed in the form of
hopes for their sons 'how many wanted to go on with their studies and could not 'how many wanted to go to the
college and could not tThow many wanted to marry the type of young man that they cared for and could not !the
vague ideas that adolescence shaped in their girls ‘minds were like flower buds pluckef before their time or broken
off by the wind .
8.outside of politics a man is like a young girl of eighteen ,and in politics a man is like a married daughter-in-law
with babies .
9.you know i am no good .what can i do in this world ?whimsy ,the only thing good about me is my
‘ wife-constellation”’
“ my husband-constellation ” is not bad either fatty .
10.i have read a few medical books and i think your sickness comes from too much yang and deficiency of yin .we
must have the two principles harmonized and in proportion in order to enjoy health .the yang fire goes up and
leaves the lower part of your body too light ,so that you feel like floating on air .what you need is toning up of your
yin systems .do not depend too much on medicines ,the body needs a great deal of the grain principle for
sustenance .take more congee and vegetables .our roots are in the bowels ,while the men's roots are higher up in the
heart ,lungs and liver .that is why i think women must eat more vegetables and men more meat .but the yang and
yin principles are not merely material ,they are also mental .men have their jobs and women have theirs .
11.a generation of incomplete ,frustrated beings ,walking hell-bound with foreign sticks ,old without the old culture
and modern without the modern social consciousness ,fishing happily in the muddy waters of the infant republic .
12.therefore all things are one .what we love is the mystery of life .what we hate is corruption in death .but the
corruptible in its turn becomes mysterious life ,and this mysterious life once more becomes corruptible .
13.it was a kind of scientific pantheism .chuangtse wrote :“ the tao is in the ants it is in the weeds ,it is in the broken
bricks ,itis in the excrements.”
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14.the authorities had been so thoughtful that they had even prepared the coffins !but two was all they were willing
to privide !

15.you must have no money and no worries ,and you must be ready to die at any time .then you travel like s man
come back from the dead ,and you look upon every day and every moment as a gift from heaven ,for which you
offer thanks .

16.the district around soochow had none of the grandeur of Peking ,but there was a moistness in the air and an
enticing softness in the look of the country which was said to be responsible for the beauty off the soochow women
.the effeminate and watery quality of the soochow dialect itself was in perfect harmony with the many waterways
and rice paddies in the district .

17.as mulan looked back over the almost five decades of her life ,she felt that this was ture of china also .the old
leaves dropped one by one ,and new buds spring up ,vigorous and hopeful .

18.mulan had an exquisite pleasure in this ,feeling that even in suckling this one child ,she was doing something not
for an individual ,but something eternal for china ,to carry on the life of the Chinese race .

19.they obtained a curious sense of time ,like a river ever flowing ,majestic ,unalterable .and it seemed to them that
their own story was but a moment in old ,ageless Peking ,a story written by the finger of time itself .
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The gentle pressure of their two hands awakened an emotion that lasted a lifetime.
JPooooooood-oio3n

No one could say whether a life of love and suffering was not better than a life without love and suffering at all.
AD0O0ooooooo-g20
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No one ever permanently owns a thing in this world. For the time being, I am their owner. A hundred years
from now, who will be their owner?
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