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O [0 Passage ThreeJ O Glacier National Park in Montana shares boundaries with Canada, an American Indian
reservation, and a national forest. Along the North Fork of the Flathead River, the park also borders about 17,000
acres of private lands that are currently used for ranching, timber, and agriculture. This land is an important part of
the habitat and migratory routes for several,endan- gered species that frequent the park. These private lands are
essentially the only ones available for development in the region.[J [0 With encouragement from the park, local
landowners initiated a land-use planning effort to guide the future of the North Fork. The park is a partner in an
interlocal agreement that calls for resource-managing agencies to work together with the more than 400 private
owners in the area. A draft plan has been prepared, with the objective of maintaining traditional economic uses but
limiting new development that would damage park resources. Voluntary action by landowners, in cooperation
with the park and the county, is helping to restrict small-lot subdivisions, maintain wildlife corridors, and minimize
any harmful impact on the environment.[] [ The willingness of local landowners to participate in this protection
effort may have been stimulated by concerns that Congress would impose a legislative solution. Nevertheless, many
local residents want to retain the existing character of the area. Meetings between park officials and landowners
have led to a dramatically improved understanding of all concerns. Passage Four[] [J Everyone knows about
unemployment. But millions of working Americans are now facing a less familiar and perhaps more troubling
problem: shrinking wages. Its a phenomenon that takes many forms. Some workers have had to swallow outright
pay cuts. Others have lost their jobs and, in the tough labor market of today, have had to settle for new ones at less
pay. Still others[J including employees at such giants as AT&[, Boise Cascade and Starwood Hotels have had to
accept pay freezes that, when rising prices are factored in, amount to reduced compensation. To add insult to
Injury, companies everywhere are reducing bonuses and over- time and eroding health and pension benefits.
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