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Turning to the political side, we could not expect to see the emergence of a liberal-democratic Russia along
American patterns. This cannot be too strongly emphasized. It does not mean that future Russian regimes will
necessarily be unliberal. There is no liberal tradition finer than the strain which existed in the Russia of the past.
Many Russian individuals and groups of this day are deeply imbued with that tradition, and will do all in their
power to make it the dominant element in the Russian future. In that effort, we may wish them well without
reservation. But we will be doing them no favor if we permit ourselves to expect too much to happen too fast, or
look to them to produce anything resembling our own institutions. These Russian liberals will have no easy road to
walk. They will find in their country a younger generation that has known nothing but Soviet power and has been
trained to think subconsciously in the terms of that power even when it has resented and hated it. Many features of
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the Soviet system will stick, if only for the reason that everything has been destroyed which might seem to have
constituted an alternative to them. And some features will deserve to stick, for no system that lasts over decades is
entirely without merits. Any program of government for a future Russia will have to adjust itself to the fact that
there has been this Soviet interlude, and that ithas left its positive marks as well as its negative ones.
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