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method which | propose to adopt for the explanation and defence of the stated conditions on rational actionl] isa
method of interpretation. It can be adequately conveyed only by examples, and these form the substance of the
argument. Nevertheless some remarks of a negative character may be made about it in advance.l0 O 0 180 O [
O0000000b0o0o0oooboobooooDboooOoooDboooDoooDbOooooooo
O0000000DO00000o0oDbO0o0bO0o0ooDbOoooOo0ooDoOOoooDoooDbObOoOooDoooo
000000000 0o0o0oooboOoddooonn Theinterpretation of a principle will not be a
motivational explanation of our adherence to that principle. Since the principles being explained themselves specify
the basic framework for certain types of motivational explanation, they will not in turn be capable of motivational
explanation, since that would require a framework still more basic, which would mean the original principles were
notultimateafterall 0 0 0180 0000000000 DOO0OOOOODOOOOOOODOOODODOOO
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000000000000 00D0DO00000D0DO0O00O0O0O0O190 0 Interpretation is an attempt to link
these practical principles to equally basic features of the conception which each person has of himself and of his
relation to the world and to link the two in such a way that adherence to the principles can be seen as a practical
expression of the conception. The method is that of metaphysical ethicsC] moral and other practical requirements
are grounded in a metaphysics of actionl] and finally in a metaphysics of the person. The more central and
unavoidable is the conception of oneself on which the possibility of moral motivation can be shown to depend, the
closer we will have come to demonstrating that the demands of ethics are inescapable. [0 [0 [0 1801 [J
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