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" sindispensable asset is his voice, a full-throated pitchman’ s baritone. He delivers it in an accent of his own
creation that veers between Texan and Midwestern, stretched by roomyvowels. 0 0 0 0000000000
O00OKmOOOOOODDODOODOOODODOODOOD O Liwas teaching in the northern coal city of Jilin,
in June, 1999, when he met Kim Lee, a tall, confident brunette from Florida who had been sent by the Miami
teachers’ union on a research trip to study foreign-language teaching practices. When Li introduced himself, he
joked that he was a computer engineer from California. Kim brushed him off. He then approached her again, this
time with the truth. “ Hesaid,* I’ mjust kidding. I’ m really an English teacher, and I’ ve never even been to
America,” " Kimrecalls.“ So, at this point, I just think this guy is a nut job.”
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