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There was also in his nature a trait which some people might have called laziness, though it was not quite that.
No one was capable of harder work, when it had to be done, and few could better shoulder responsibility; but the
facts remained that he was not passionately fond of activity,and did not enjoy responsibility at all. Both were
included in his job, and he made the best of them, but he was always ready to give way to any one else who could
function as well or better. It was partly this, no doubt, that had made his success in the Service less striking than it
might have been. He was not ambitious enough to shove his way past others, or to make an important parade of
doing nothing when there was really nothing doing. His despatches were sometimes laconic to the point of
curtness, and his calm in emergencies, though admired, was often suspected of being too sincere. Authority likes to
feel that a man is imposing some effort on himself, and that his apparent nonchalance is only a cloak to disguise an
outfit of well-bred emotions. With Conway the dark suspicion had sometimes been current that he really was as
unruffled as he looked, and that whatever happened, he did not give a damn. But this, too, like the laziness,
was an imperfect interpretation. What most observers failed to perceive in him was something quite bafflingly
simple--a love of quietness, contemplation, and being alone.

0000o0booobooonb-a4rg

"You know, Chang, | believe I'm beginning to understand you. You're geared differently, that's what it is.
Time means less to you than it does to most people. If I were in London | wouldn't always be eager to attitudes
seem to me quite sensible.By the way..."
JWOOOoODoDOoDoOoD-desd

"The first quarter-century of your life was doubtless lived under the cloud of being too young for things,while

the last quarter-century would normally be shadowed by the still darker cloud of being too old for them;and
between those two clouds,what small and narrow sunlight illumines a human lifetime!"
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