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O0000DO0000O00OD Attilius was the engineer's name — Marcus Attilius Primus, to lay it out in full,
but plain Attilius would have satisfied him. A practical man, he had never had much time for all these fancy handles
his fellow countrymen went in for. ("Lupus’, ‘Panthera’, 'Pulcher’ — *Wolf', ‘Leopard’, 'Beauty’' — who in hell did
they think they were kidding?) Besides, what name was more honourable in the history of his profession than that
of the gens Attilia, aqueduct engineers for four generations? His great-grandfather had been recruited by Marcus
Agrippa from the ballista section of Legion XII 'Fulminata’ and set to work building the Aqua Julia. His grandfather
had planned the Anio Novus. His father had completed the Aqua Claudia, bringing her into the Esquiline Hill over
seven miles of arches, and laying her, on the day of her dedication, like a silver carpet at the feet of the Emperor.
Now he, at twenty-seven, had been sent south to Campania and given command of the Aqua Augusta.A dynasty
built on water!He squinted into the darkness. Oh, but she was a mighty piece of work, the Augusta— one of the
greatest feats of engineering ever accomplished. It was going to be an honour to command her. Somewhere far out
there, on the opposite side of the bay, high in the pine-forested mountains of the Appenninus, the aqueduct
captured the springs of the Serinus and bore the water westwards — channelled it along sinuous underground
passages, carried it over ravines on top of tiered arcades, forced it across valleys through massive syphons — all the
way down to the plains of Campania, then around the far side of Mount Vesuvius, then south to the coast at
Neapolis, and finally along the spine of the Misenum peninsula to the dusty naval town, a distance of some sixty
miles, with a mean drop along her entire length of just two inches every one hundred yards. She was the longest
aqueduct in the world, longer even than the great aqueducts of Rome and far more complex, for whereas her sisters
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in the north fed one city only, the Augusta's serpentine conduit— the matrix, as they called it: the motherline —
suckled no fewer than nine towns around the Bay of Neapolis: Pompeii first, at the end of a long spur, then Nola,
Acerrae, Atella, Neapolis, Puteoli, Cumae, Baiae and finally Misenum.
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