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[ O but Nim and other chimpanzees in similar experiments showed almost notendency toward such creativity

[0 Fromkin and Rodrnan, 1998[1 . Facts like these seem to suggestthat creativity is a feature that distinguishes
human language from communication systems ofother creatures..J O [J iil] Dualityl) O Language contains two
subsystems, one of sounds and the other of meanings. If you aregiven the four English speech sounds [p] [1] [i] [d]
and asked to combine them into sequencesthat sound like English words, you will find [plid] [pild] are permissible,
while *[pdli] *[dpli]*[lipd] *[idIp], etc. are not. The permissible sequences sound like English words, and yetthey
are not, because they do not stand for anything. On the other hand, meanings are conveyedby certain speech
sounds or sequences of speech sounds. In English, [DEAD BODY OF APERSON] is expressed by the word
corpse. In this case, we say the concept or the meaning islexicalized. In English there is no word to stand for the
concept [DEAD PLANT]. Whencertain speech sounds correspond to a certain meaning, a unit of language arises.
The samesounds can be recombined to mean something else. In some cases, the same sequence ofsounds can mean
different things (I such as homophones, and polysemes[] . This sh(1 [0 ws thatmeanings and sounds make up two
subsystems of language. No systems of animalcommunication possess this feature. The barks of a dog are not
analyzable. Animalcommunication systems cannot be cut into segments and then be reorganized into
meaningfulsequences. In other words, human languages are discrete while animal communication systemsare
non-discrete.J [0 [J iiil] Arbitrarinesst] [ The relationship between speech sounds and the meanings they
represent in the languagesof the world is, for the most part, an arbitrary one. The Swiss linguist de Saussure
regarded thelinguistic sign as composed of signifier J sound image[d and signified [ referent(] . In his view,there
Is no inherent relation between the two. A building we live in with our family is calledhouse in English, maison in
French, dom in Russian, casa in Spanish. If the relationshipbetween speech sounds and meanings were motivated
[ i.e., not arbitrary[] , the words in theselanguages that stand for the same thing would sound the same or similar,
then people wouldnot need to learn foreign languages.C] 0 Admittedly, there are a few words in most languages
that are onomatopoetic——words ofwhich the sounds supposedly imitate the sounds of nature. This seems to
contradict arbitrariness.Nevertheless, when these words of different languages are compared, it is found that they
stillsound different.
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