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The linguist Noam Chomsky once suggested that our ignorance can be divided into problems and mysteries.
When we face a problem, we may not know its solution, but we have insight, increasing knowledge, and an inkling
of what we are looking for. When we face a mystery, however, we can only stare in wonder and bewilderment.
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What should a robot want?
The classic answer is Isaac Asimov’ s Fundamental Rules of Robotics, “ the three rules that are built most deeply
into arobot’ s positronic brain.”
1.0 A robot may not injure a human being or, through inaction, allow a human being to come to harm.
2.0 A robot must obey orders given it by human beings except where such orders would conflict with the First Law.
3.00 A robot must protect its own existence as long as such protection does not conflict with the First or Second Law.
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[ questions such as apartheid, the death penalty, and working mothers.
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Man's capacity for evil is never far from our minds, and it is easy to think that evil just comes along with
intelligence as part of its very essence. It is a recurring theme in our cultural tradition: Adam and Eve eating the fruit
of the tree of knowledge, Promethean fire and Pandora's box, the rampaging Golem, Faust’s bargain, the Sorcerer’s
Apprentice, the adventures of Pinocchio, Frankenstein's monster, the murderous apes and mutinous HAL of 2001:
A Space Odyssey.
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When Hamlet says, “ What a piece of work is a man! How noble in reason! How infinite in faculty! In form
and moving how express and admirable!”
All of human psychology is said to be explained by a singer, omnipotent cause: a large brain, culture, language,
socialization, learning, complexity, self-orgnization, neural-network dynamics.
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Its key idea can be captured in a sentence: The mind is a system of organs of computation, designed by natural
selection to solve the kinds of problems our ancestors faced in their foraging way of life, in particular,
understanding and outmaneuvering objects, animals, plants, and other people.
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“ A common man marvels at uncommon things; a wise man marvels at the commonplace.” Keeping
Confucius’ dictumin mind, let’ s continue to look at commonplace human acts with the fresh eye of a robot
designer seeking to duplicate them.
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The mind is never so wonderfully concentrated as when it turns to love, and there must be intricate calculations
that carry out the peculiar logic of attraction, infatuation, courtship, coyness, surrender, commitment, malaise,
philandering, jealousy, desertion, and heartbreak.
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