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you don't put your life into your books. You find it there.
ooododooooodn-0O4sd

The appeal of reading,she thought,lay in its indifference:there was something lofty about literature.Books did
not care who was reading them or whether one read them or not. All readers were equal,herself included.Literature,
she thought, is a commonwealth; letters a republic. Actually she had heard this phrase, the republic of letters, used
before, at graduation ceremonies, honorary degrees and the like, though without knowing quite what it meant. At
that time talk of a republic of any sort she had thought mildly insulting and in her actual presence tactless to say the
least. It was only now she understood what it meant. Books did not defer. All readers were equal, and this took her
back to the beginning of her life. As a girl, one of her greatest thrills had been on VE night, when she and her sister
had slipped out of the gates and mingled unrecognized the crowds. There was something of that, she felt, to
reading. It was anonymous; it was shared; it was common. And she who had led a life apart now found that she
craved it. Here in these pages and between these covers she could go unrecognized.

The doubts and self-questionings, though, were just the beginning. Once she got into her stride it ceased to seem
strange to her that she wanted to read, and books, to which she had taken so cautiously, gradually came to be her
element.
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