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his nets widely, and he could routinely amaze uswith observations far afield from the Chinese text we were reading
in class. Todaypeople often attempt to simulate this cosmopolitanism under the rubric ofinterdisciplinary study,
but for Victor, it was quite untrendy: he simply hadan insatiable appetite for knowledge and pushing boundaries.
Indeed,border-crossing has been our mentor's dominant mode of scholarship, a mode thathas constantly
interrogated where those very borders are both geographicallyand categorically. Though never sporting fashionable
jargon, Victor has alwaystaken on phenomena and issues that engage aspects of multiculturalism, hybridity,alterity,
and the subaltern, while remarkably grounding his work in painstakingphilological analysis. Victor demonstrates
the success of philology, oftendismissed as a nineteenth-century holdover, for investigatingtwenty-first-century
concerns.[]
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