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The summer she was fifteen, Melanie discovered she was made of flesh and blood. O, my America, my new
found land. She embarked on a tranced voyage, exploring the whole of herself, clambering her own mountain
ranges, penetrating the moist richness of her secret valleys, a physiological Cortez, da Gama or Mungo Park. For
hours she stared at herself, naked, in the mirror of her wardrobe; she would follow with her finger the elegant
structure of her rib-cage, where the heart fluttered under the flesh like a bird under a blanket, and she would draw
down the long line from breast-bone to navel (which was a mysterious cavern or grotto), and she would rasp her
palms against her bud-wing shoulderblades. And then she would writhe about, clasping herself, laughing,
sometimes doing cartwheels and handstands out of sheer exhilaration at the supple surprise of herself now she was
no longer a little girl.
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