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O00O00D00O000O0O0O0ODBoth Vorthys and Yuell returned to fooling with their comconsoles. The
Professor appeared to be trying to refine his hypothetical design for the missing power-supply system for the novel
device. Mileswasn’ t sure but what Yuell was playing some sort of mathematical vid game. Miles leaned back in
his station chair, stared out the window, and addressed his imagination to the question, If I were a Komarran
conspirator with ImpSec on my tail and a novel device the size of a couple of elephants, where would I hide it? Not
in his luggage, for damn sure. He scratched out ideas on a flimsy, and drew rejecting lines through most of them. D
" Emorie studied the Professor’ s work and reran some of the earlier simulations.After about three-quarters of an
hour, Miles became aware that the echo of soft rapid footsteps from the corridor had ceased. He rose, and went and
poked his head out the door. Dr. Riva was seated on a window ledge at the end of the corridor, gazing pensively
out over the Komarran landscape. It fell away toward the stream, here, and was much less bleak than the usual
scene, being liberally colonized by Earth green. Miles ventured to approach her.She looked up at him with her
quick smile as he neared, which he returned. He hitched his hip over the low ledge, and followed her gaze out the
sealed window, then turned to study her profile. &quot;So,&quot; he said at last. &quot;What are you
thinking?&quot;Her lips twisted wryly. &quot;I’ m thinking ... that I don’ tbelieve in perpetual
motion.&quot;&quot;Ah.&quot; Well, if it had been easy, or even just moderately difficult, the Professor would
not have called for reinforcements, Miles reflected. &quot;Hm.&quot;She turned her gaze from the scenery to him,
and said after a moment, &quot;So, you’ re really the son of the Butcher?&quot;&quot;I’ m the son of Aral
Vorkosigan,&quot; he replied steadily. &quot;Yes.&quot; Her version of the perpetual question was neither the
accidental social blunder of Tien, nor the deliberate provocation of Venier. It seemed something more . . .
scientific. What was she testing for?&quot; The private life of men of power isn’ t what we expect,
sometimes.&quot;He jerked up his chin. &quot;People have some very odd illusions about power. Mostly it
consists of finding a parade and nipping over to place yourself at the head of the band. Just as eloquence consists of
persuading people of things they desperately want to believe. Demagoguery, | suppose, is eloquence sliding to some
least moral energy level.&quot; He smiled bleakly at his boot. &quot;Pushing people uphill is one hell of a lot
harder. You can break your heart, trying that.&quot; Literally, but he saw no point in discussing the Butcher’ s
medical history with her.&quot;l was given to understand that power politics had chewed you up.&quot;Surely she
could not see scars through his gray suit. &quot;Oh,&quot; Miles shrugged, &quot;the prenatal damage was just
the prologue. The rest | did to myself.&quot;&quot;If you could go back in time and change things, would
you?&quot; goooooood
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Professor appeared to be trying to refine his hypothetical design for the missing power-supply system for the novel
device. Mileswasn’ t sure but what Yuell was playing some sort of mathematical vid game. Miles leaned back in
his station chair, stared out the window, and addressed his imagination to the question, If I were a Komarran
conspirator with ImpSec on my tail and a novel device the size of a couple of elephants, where would I hide it? Not
in his luggage, for damn sure. He scratched out ideas on a flimsy, and drew rejecting lines through most of them. D
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power-supply system for the novel device.” OO OO0 OO0OOOODODO0OO0OO0OOOOOOOOOOO0O
0000000000 OOoOOO"* Notin his luggage, for damn sure. He scratched out ideas on a flimsy,
and drew rejecting lines through most of them. D’ Emorie studied the Professor’ swork and reran some of the
earliersimulations.” OO O O0OO0O0OO0O" “ 000000000 OODOODOODOODOOOOOOO
" [&quot;If you could go back in time and change things, would you?&quot; ] 0 0D OO0 0000 000O0ODOO
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