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O OO However[ infrastructural development in these areas is limited. The ski resorts do not have as many lifts as
theirEuropean counterparts and the poor quality of roads in the south means that only the most determined
travelers see thebest ofthe national parks.[] O Air links between Chile and the rest of the world are[J at present

[ relatively poor.While Chiles two largest air-lines have extensive networks within South Americall they operate
only a small number of routes to the US and Europewhile services to Asia are almost non-existent.[] [ Internal
transport links are being improved and luxury hotels are being built in one of its national parks.Nor isdevelopment
being restricted to the Andes.Easter Island and Chile’ S Antarctic Territory are also on the list of areaswhere the
Government believes it can create tourist markets.[] [ But the rush to open hitherto inaccessible areas to mass
tourism is not being welcomed by everyone.Indigenousand environmental groupst including Greenpeace[] say
that many parts of the Andes will suffer if(] they become over-developed.There is a genuine fear that areas of Chile
will suffer the cultural destruction witnessed in Mexico and Eu- ropean resorts.[J [ The policy of opening up
Antarctica to tourism is also politically sensitive.Chile already has permanent settle-ments on the ice and many
people see the decision to allow tourists there 0.8 a political move.enhancing Santiago’ sterritorial claim over part
of Antarctica.[] [ The Chilean Government has promised to respect the environment as it seeks to bring tourism
potential. TheGovernment will have to monitor developments closely if it is genuinely concerned in creating a
balanced controlledindustry and if the price of an increasingly lucrative tourist market is not going to mean the
loss of many of ChileSnatUral riches.
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