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[0 O Carlo Dante s evaluation of this fine novel. Dante claims The Newcomer lacks a plot. He failsto recognize that
some novels are plot——driven and others are character-centered. Clearly Danteprefers to read the former and
feels justified in imposing his preference on all of us. There are manyreaders who do not require a story to propel us
feverishly from one action-packed moment to thenext. We are content to get to know an interesting character who
encounters challenges and triesvarious ways to overcome them. [J Violet Wang is a wonderful example of this
type of characterl] and we are fortunate that thenovel-is told from her point of view. We first experience her world
in San Franciscol] where she issurrounded by Chinese American traditions and the support of an extended family.
We feel herconfusion and traumatic sense of loss as she must leave all that is familiar to her.[0 OO When Violet
arrives in the area that will be her new home[ we see its beauty and mysterythrough her eyes. As she tries to adjust
to life in a place where she feels like an outsiderl] many ofus may remember similar times in our own lives. We
ache when she hurts and feel triumph in ourhearts when she experiences progress.[] O | wont tell you why. Violet
has had to make such a drastic life change or how she comes toterms with it. Unlike Dante[d | think that most
readers would greatly enjoy this book. In these timesof action-adventure movies and computer games[] [1 many
have lost the patience to be readerst] thinkersCl and emotional beings. I think that someone who fails to see the
value in this book is missing out on a lot.
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