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O O we live happily, one thing leading to another in an endless series. There is always anew horizon for
onward-looking men and although we dwell on a small planet,immersed in petty business and not enduring
beyond a brief period of years, we areso constituted that our hopes are inaccessible, like stars, and the term of
hoping isprolonged until the term of life. To be truly happy is a question of how we begin andnot of how we end, of
what we want and not of what we have. An aspiration is a joyfor ever, a possession as solid as a landed estate, a
fortune which we can neverexhaust and which gives us year by year a revenue of pleasurable activ/ty. To havemany
of these is to be spiritually rich. Life is only a very dull and ill-directed theatreunless we have some interests in the
piece; and to those who have neither art norscience, the world is a mere arrangement of colors, or a rough footway
where theymay very well break their sbins. It is in virtue of his own desires and curiosities thatany man continues to
exist with even patience, that he is charmed by the look ofthings and people, and that he wakens every morning
with a renewed appetite forwork and pleasure. Desire and curiosity are the two eyes through which he sees
theworld in the most enchanted colors: it is they that make women beautiful or fossilsinteresting, and the man may
squander his estate and come to beggary, but if hekeeps these two amulets he is still rich in the possibilities of
pleasure.
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