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[0 O O The Westinghouse Science Competition is the oldest competition in the United States to honour student
scientists. The winners receive money to help pay for a university education. This year more than 1,600 students
entered the competition. Forty were invited to Washington D.C. for the final competition. The judges looked for
creativity in the projects when choosing the ten winners. The second place winner was 17-year-old Jennifer Yufei
Lin of New York. She won 30,000 dollars for her project about controlling cell-growth. The third prize was 20,000
dollars. It went to 19-year-old John Lorance Stobb of South Dakota. He studied the effects of different teaching
methods on 8-year-old children’s understanding and enjoyment of science. He found that children who were
involved in learning activities gained more useful information than those who read the same information in books.
Projects of other finalists included studies dealing with mathematics, engineering, medicine, chemistry and
environment. Scientists question the students before deciding who will win the competition. The winning students
must show skill in solving all kinds of scientific problems.The Westinghouse Electric Company began its science
competition during World War Two. The company wanted to provide support for high school students who were
interested in science. Through the years, more than 95 percent of the winners have completed university studies in
science, mathematics or engineering. Five winners later received the Nobel Prize for Scientific Research.
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