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tendency of unrestrained power to corrupt those who wieldit, I came to favor a mixed polity, as | said in the
Statesman and the Laws-onethat combines some features of monarchy and some of democracy. There must
besome whose task it is to administer the laws, but their power must not be exercisedwithout the constraint of law
and the consent of the people. By far the most importantfeature of our polity is the supremacy of the laws.
Wherever the law is subservientand impotent, over that state | see ruin impending. But wherever the law is lord
overthe magistrates, and the magistrates are servants to the law, there | see salvation andall the blessings that the
gods bestow on states. To ensure the subservience of themagistrates to the law, there must be a clear division of
power among them, theymust be elected for fixed terms by their fellow citizens, and they must all be liableto
indictment for misdemeanors during their terms in office and careful audits at theend of their terms-with severe
penalties for malfeasance. In order for this polity tosucceed, the state must be small enough that the electors can
know who among themis best suited to govern, and the state must adopt public education as its first priority.I'm
convinced that if the task of educating the citizens is well carried out, theneverything will work out, and if it isn't,
then nothing can save the day. If you like, youcan call this polity "representative constitutional democracy."
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