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brief introduction:
Published posthumously, this account of Hemingway's early years as a struggling writer in Paris in the 1920s may
well have undergone further revision had Hemingway not taken his own life. Yet it was the best and most heartfelt
work he had done for years, a return to the form of the early stories and the first novels. It tells the story of the sweet
innocence of his first years in the Rue Moufftard with his wife, the literary friendships, the cafes and the delight
which he enjoyed: both in the city and in discovering his own voice. Anyone who loves Paris will enjoy it and
anyone who has affection or respect for Hemingway's work will find it deeply moving.

1.
If you are lucky enough to have lived in Paris as a young man, then wherever you go for the rest of your life, it stays
with you, for Paris is a moveable feast.
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2.

Then there was the bad weather. It would come in one day when the fall was over. We would have to shut the
windows in the night against the rain and the cold wind would strip the leaves from the trees in the Place
Contrescarpe.
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3.

The leaves lay sodden in the rain and wind drove the rain against the big green autobus at the terminal and the Caf
€ des Amateurs was crowded and the windows misted over from the heat and the smoke inside.
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4,

All of the sadness of the city came suddenly with the first cold rains of winter, and there were no more tops to the
high white houses as you walked but only the wet blackness of the street and the high white houses as you walked
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but only the wet blackness of the street and the closed door of the small shops, the herb sellers, the stationary and
the newspaper shops.
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5.

I’ ve seen you, beauty, and you belong to me now, whoever you are waiting for and if I never see you again, |
thought. You belong to me and all Paris belongs to me and | belong to this notebook and this pencil.
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6.

I always work until I had something done and | always stopped when | knew what was going to happen next. That
way | could be sure of going on the next day. But sometimes when | was starting a new story and I could not get it
going, | would sit in front of the fire and squeeze the peel of the little oranges into the edge of the flame and watch
the sputter of blue that they made. | would stand and look out over the roofs of Paris and think, “ Do not worry.
You have always written before and you will write now. All you have to do is write one true sentence. Write the
truest sentence that you know. ”  So finally I would write one true sentence, and then go on from there. It was easy
then because there was always one true sentence that | knew, or had seen or had heard someone say. If | started to
write elaborately, or like someone introducing or presenting something, | found that I could cut that scroliwork or
ornament out and throw it away and start with the first true simple declarative sentence | had written. Up in that
room | decided that | would write one story about each thing that I knew about. | was truing to do this all the time |
was writing, and it was good and severe discipline.
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7.

Now you were accustomed to the bare trees against the sky and you walked on the fresh-washed gravel paths
through the Luxembourg gardens in the clear sharp wind. The trees were sculpture without their leaves when you
were reconciled to them and the winter winds blew across the surfaces of the ponds and the fountains blew in the
bright light. All the distances were short now since we had been in the mountains.
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8.

When | was writing, it was necessary for me to read after | had written. If you keep thinking about it, you would lose
the thing that you were writing before you could go on with it the next day. It was necessary to get exercise, to be
tired in the body, and it was very good to make love with whom you loved. That was better than anything. But
afterwards, when you were empty, it was necessary to read in order not to think to worry about your work until you
could to do it again. | had learned already never to empty the well of my writing, but always to stop when there was
still something there in the deep part of the well, and let it refill at night from the springs that fed it.
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9.

With so many trees in the city, you could see the spring coming each day until a night of warm wind would bring it
suddenly in one morning. Sometimes the heavy cold rains would beat it back so that it would seem that it would
never come and that you were losing a season out of your life. This was the only truly sad time in Paris because it
was unnatural. You expected to be sad in the fall. Part of you died each year when the leaves fell from the trees and
their branches were bare against the wind and the cold, wintry light. But you knew there would always be the
spring, as you knew the river would flow again after it was frozen. When the cold rains kept on and killed the
spring, it was as though a young person had died for no reason. In those days, though, the spring always came
finally but it was frightening that it had nearly failed.
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10.

The windows were open wide and the cobbles of the street were drying after the rain. The sun was drying the wet
faces of the houses that faced the window. The shops were still shuttered. The goatherd came up the street blowing
his pipes and a woman who lived on the floor above us came out onto the sidewalk with a big pot.
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11.
Paris was a very old city and we were young and nothing was simple there, not even poverty, nor sudden money,
nor the moonlight nor right and wrong nor the breathing of someone who lay beside you in the moonlight.
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12.
When | stopped working on the races | was glad but it left an emptiness. By then | knew that everything good and
bad left an emptinessfilled up by itself. If it was good you could only fill it by finding something better.
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13.

You could go into the Luxembourg museum and all the paintings were sharpened and clearer and more beautiful if
you were bully-empty, hollow-hungry. I learned to understand Cé zanne much better and to see truly how he
made landscapes when | was hungry. | used to wonder if he had forgotten to eat. It was one of those unsound but
illuminating thoughts you have when you have been sleepless or hungry. Later | thought Cé zanne was probably
hungry in a different way.
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14.

In Dostoyevsky there were things believable and not to be believed, but some so true they changed you as you read
them; frailty and madness, wickedness and saintliness, and the insanity of gambling were there to know as you
knew the landscape and the roads in Turgenev, and the movement of troops, the terrain and the officers and the
men and the fighting in Tolstoi.
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I walked down the street between the high, stained and streaked white houses and turned to the right at the open,
sunny end and went into the sun-striped dusk of the Lilas.
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16.

His talent was as natural as the pattern that was made by the dust on a butterfly’ swings. At one time he
understood it no more than the butterfly did and he did not know when it was brushed or marred. Later he became
conscious of his damage wings and of their construction and he learned to think and could not fly any more
because the love of flight was gone and he could only remember when it had been effortless.
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17.

Since | had started to break down all my writing and get rid of all facility and try to make instead of describe, writing
had been wonderful to do. But it was very difficult, and I did not know how | would ever write anything as long as a
novel. It often took me a full morning of work to write a paragraph.
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18.

During our last year in the mountains new people came deep into our lives and nothing was ever the same again.
The winter of the avalanches was like a happy and innocent winter in childhood compared to the next winter, a
nightmare winter disguised as the greatest fun of all, and the murderous summer that was to fellow.
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19.
After writing a story | was always empty and both sad and happy, and | was sure this was a very good story although
I would not know truly how good until | read it over the next day.
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20.
There is never any ending to Paris and the memory of each person who has lived in it differs from that of any other.
We always returned to it no matter who we were or how it was changed or with what difficulties, or ease, it could be
reached. Paris was always worth it and you received return for whatever you brought to it. But this is how Paris was
in the early days when we were very poor and very happy.
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If you are lucky enough to have lived in Paris as a young man, then wherever you go for the rest of your life, it
stays with you, for Paris is a moveable feast.
AdUo00doooooooo-di40
doddododotooooobooouodoooooooobououooooooon
00000000000 DOO0DO0DO0D0DO0O000bO0bOO0ODOO0oDOOoDOoDOoDOoOooooOOon
0000000000000 DOO0DO0DO0DOD0DO0D0DO00O0bO0ObOO0ODbOoDOoDOg
AO00000000DOODO-080
OO0000000000DO0DO0DO0DOO0000o00oobOOoDoOooDan
40 0000000000-010
OO000000000000DO0DO00o0o0o0oo0ooooDoooooooooooog
goooogn
If you are lucky enough to have lived in Paris as a young man, then wherever you go for the rest of your life, it stays
with you, for Paris is a moveable feast.
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