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10 Since reading became the concern of historical research, such a book on the reading history in modern China
has been one of my expectations. In general, this is a great book, fairly fulfilled my expectation by carefully
researching finely writing. As a book exploring the changing meaning of texts in changing audiences, it explores
the way in which Western learning in the nineteenth century were read by Chinese literati, as it gradually entered
the stock of knowledge, and contributed to building a new order of reading against the tradition in China. On the
other hand, the literati themselves in reading the Western leaning books were also influenced by them, yet at the
same time exerting influence in incorporating them into the stock of knowledge in China and accommodating
Western learning with Chinese learning. The second chapter explores the changing world of reading in the
nineteenth century China as the new stock of knowledge was built up. On the one hand, due to the import of
western knowledge through missionaries and other Westerners, the stock of knowledge in late Qing China was
expanding. The changing attitude toward Western learning around the Opium way also led to a change in reading
among the literati: they tended to read more from the enw stock of knowledge and got to know more about
western learning. But at the same time, the reading was also restricted by the accessibility and the quality of the
books.The next chapter is a case study of Zhu Yixin’ s reading to explore the base on which his geographical
imagination was constructed. By focusing on geographical knowledge, the author highlights the understanding of
knowledge as an epistemic issue, in that the geography was a way of organizing space and a way of organizing the
territoriality of a country. The new knowledge learned from the West contributed to a new geographical sense of
China which raised the frontier urgency, but at the same time, in the case of Zhu Yixin, his new understanding was
still framed in the Chinese tradition, affirming the knowledge from Chinese learning. Turning from the writer as
reader, the next chapter deals with the relationship between readers and writers by focusing on newspaper
publication. Newspaper publication was a way of exchanging knowledge and forging intellectual community
among readers and writers. But there was a variety in both readers and writers and the boundaries between the
groups were blurred some time. Newspapers provided new understanding as news and the news became part of
the stock of knowledge.Following the discussion of newspapers, the next chapter considers the examination and
reading of learning: how the new learning became integrated into the imperial examination system as the literati had
a new stock of knowledge and they were consciously marketing the knowledge. This created a new reading order
and new stock of knowledge, which was reflected in the new reading guides. Towards the twentieth century, a new
system was created as old knowledge was discarded. Criticism:1.[0 essentialism in Western learning and Chinese
learning. What they are have not been really clarified in the book and the author presumes that everyone knows
them. But as other people have argued, the boundaries and definitions of them were in constantly changes through
the nineteenth century, changes that render the dichotomy between them questionable. Particularly important is
even the Western learning was in formation in Europe, so any assumption about the authenticity or purity of
Western leaning would make mistakes. 2.[1 No defined concepts.It is always important to define the terms used in
the book, and this book has failed to do so. Stock of knowledge, intellectual community, intellectual resources,
geographical imagination, reading order, etc. all these terms are not defined well as the book is going: we have to
iImagine what they mean as readers. It also makes me think the book as an old book decorated with fancy
terms.3.0J Questions to answerThe author raised several questions regarding reading: who read, what was read, where
to read, how to read, when to read. Etc. these questions are fairly answered by the book. It would be much
convincing if there was any statistical study. Otherwise, bibliographical studies of cases would also help give vivid
pictures of reading as an action. 4.0 Reading and thinkinglf reading is not a skill only, but also a way of approaching
significance, | would doubt the significance of the history of reading itself. It seems to me this book considers too
much the meaning of what the read, which makes it a more an intellectual history than a reading history. Although
the boundaries between them are not clear, | would like to confine the history by only looking at the action and the
meaning the action created, but not the meaning of what they read. The author has not distinguished thinking and
reading clearly. In m view, reading as a way of living, a cultural construction, and a social mediator, should be able
to stand alone by itself and create meanings regardless of what they read. Only in this sense could we introduce
intellectual history to synthesize them into a broader picture.
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