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Thales was wont to say that there is no essential difference between living and dead. When someone sought to
nettle him by asking why, then, he chose life instead of death, he answered, "Because there is no difference.” (P159)
...... In his old age he received by common consent the title of sophos, or sage; and when Greece came to name its
Seven Wise Men it placed Thales first. Being asked what was very difficult, he answered, in a famous apophthegm,
"To know thyself." Asked what was very easy, he answered, "To give advice.” To the question, what is God? he
replied, "That which has neither beginning nor end.” Asked how men might live most virtuously and justly, he
answered, "If we never do ourselves what we blame in others." (P160)
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