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When the author first undertook to write this brief historyof the International Settlement of Shanghai, he failed
torealize the difficulty of the task. Messrs. George Lanning and SamuelCouling gathered a large amount of material
concerning the earlydays, but no one continued what they began, and therefore a gooddeal of spade work became

necessary.
Many books have been consulted, a list of which is published atthe end of the volume, and the columns of the

North-China HeraMhave proved invaluable.
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