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ADDODODO- DO00000000O0DO0ODO O -The 18th Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte

In his writing of The 18th Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte, Marx mainly focused on answering such a question:
“ Why on earth did the vigorous both the bourgeois’ and proletarian revolution fail?” Furthermore, “ How
the class struggle in France created circumstances and relationships that made it possible for a grotesque mediocrity
to play ahero’ spart?” (Pp.8) By answering these questions, Marx revealed that“ Men make their own history,
but they do not make it just as they please; they do not make it under circumstances chosen by themselves, but
under circumstances directly encountered, given and transmitted from the past.” (Pp.15) In other words, all
historical struggles are by their very nature struggles between different classes, which is more or less determined by
the economic status, ideological circumstances some certain class has been with.

What seems quite interesting to me is that we can clearly see a shift of Marx’ s attitude towards proletarian and
proletarian revolution from The German Ideology to The 18th Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte. In The German
Ideology that Marx still remained quite optimistic towards the prospects of proletarian revolution and considered
proletarian to be the foundation of a brand new society while his this kind of attitude shifted to a sober analysis as
we can discover in The 18th Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte. Marx noticed that he himself overestimated the
ideological level of proletarians by imposing the so-called sacred mission on them. The reality was, proletariats
jointed with petty bourgeoisie and became the Social-Democracy. “ The peculiar character of Social-Democracy
is epitomized in the face that democratic-republican institutions are demand as a means, not of doing away with
two extremes, capital and wage labour, but of weakening their antagonism and transforming it into harmony.

" (Pp. 50) Thus, it could be inferred that proletarian revolution was doomed to be defeated.
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The other reason that can account for the failure of proletarian revolution, according to Marx, lies in the limits of
proletarian itself. He mentioned that “ proletarian revolution] criticize themselves constantly, interrupt
themselves continually in their own course, come back to the apparently accomplished in order to begin it afresh,
deride with unmerciful thoroughness the inadequacies, weaknesses and paltrinesses of their first attempts, seem to
throw down their adversary only in order that he may draw new strength from the earth and rise again, more
gigantic, before them, recoil ever and anon from the indefinite prodigious of their own aims, until a situation has
been created which makes all turning back impossible.” (Pp. 19)

In the end of this book, Marx pointed out that it was because of the small-holding peasants constituting the mass
population of France that led to the coming of Louis Bonaparte. My question is, according to Marx, what is the
difference between these peasants and proletarians? Can they transform from one to the other?
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