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History is, as Marx said, made by people in circumstances beyond their own choosing. But they "affect" those
circumstances, in the lives they lead.
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ooooo
O0000000b0o00oo0oobooboooobooo
Every history is provisional, an attempt to say something in the face of impossible complexity.
0000000000000 00oDboooo0o0ooDbooooooDobooooooobOoOn
0000000000000 000O000D0DO0o0O000DbOO0o0ooDo0ooDbOOoOooOoOooDbOOoOn
000000000000 DO00bO00D0bO0o0O0o00DbOo0ooDoooDoOOoooOoOoobDOoOon
OD0oooo
The pattern which | favour is that of unintended consequences:the most, if not all, of what happens is the result of
people trying to achieve certain ends, but never possessing the perspective to see what the effects will be. People do
things, for reasons and within circumstances linked to their own present. But the things that they do cause ripples,
spreading outwards beyond their own moment. interacting with ripples from a million other lives. Somewhere, in
the pattern formed by colliding waves, history happens.

sgoobooobbOoO-bed

‘the past is a foreign country;they do things differently there® VS ‘the past is truly a foreign country,they do
things just like us’

AD0ODO0OO0OOo0u0go-go3y

History is, as Marx said, made by people in circumstances beyond their own choosing. But they affect those
circumstances, in the lives they lead. 'Circumstances’, 'history’, and 'people’ are not different things. They go on
and on together, awaiting the historian who chooses to draw one pattern from the rest. The pattern which | favour
is that of unintended consequences: that most, if not all, of what happens is the result of people trying to achieve
certain ends, but never possessing the perspective to see what the effects will be. People do things, for reasons and
within circumstances linked to their own present. But the things that they do cause ripples, spreading outwards
beyond their own moment, interacting with ripples from a million other lives. Somewhere, in the patterns formed
by these colliding waves, history happens.This is exactly what I think.
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e History made up only of those things which have caught our attention,that we have decided to repeat for
mordarn ears.

e The past itself is not a narrative.In its entirety,it is as chaotic,uncoordinated,and complex as life.History is about
making sense of that mess,finding or creating patterns and meanings and stories from the maelstrom.

e \What had changed over the course of time was not just the fortunes of the ruling elite,but the ways in which
people talked and lived.
e The historian needs to decides what he or she is trying to build,and waht the sources suggest and will support.

e \Without bias,there would be no need for historians,'bias'is not something to fird and eradicate,but rather
something to hunt and embrace.

e If the evidence that existed always spoke plainly,truthfully,and clearly to us ,not only would historian have to
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work to do,we would have no opportunity to argue with each other.History is above all else an argument.(A
struggle between 2 ifferent cultures,2 different ideas about how the world should work)

e One way in which history begins is with sources.Another way in which it begins is with historians themselves:
their interests,ideas,circumstance,and experieces.

e Gaps,spaces,elisions and slience.
e Synthesisi always involves silencing something.
e Enjoyment;using history as something with which to think,exploring an alternative world,they make us more
aware of what we call home;history allow us to demur,to point out that there have always been many courses of
action,many ways of bings.History provides us with the tools to dissent.
sguooooooooo-o10

Most, if not all, of what happens is the result of people trying to achieve certain ends, but never possessing the
perspective to see what the effects will be. People do things, for reasons and within circumstances linked to their
own present. But the things that they do cause ripples, spreading outwards beyond their own moment, interacting
with ripples from a million other lives. Somewhere, in the patterns formed by these colliding waves, history
happens.
oo ooodoonU-oaiosa

‘vgodggbobbobboa"uobbb,o0oobbbbbogoooobbobbbooooad
gobobooggd

ooooggooooo-o1o

We can lay claim to the past of our identity, but to become imprisoned by the past is to lose something of our
humanity, our capacity for making different choices and choosing different ways of seeing ourselves.

nooooooooon-0esd

Practically all historians writing today are marxists (with a small 'm").This does not mean that they are all
'left-wing' (far from it) or that they necessarily recognize or remember the debt.
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