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0 O The inaugurationd O O O O O of US Presidentelect Barack Obama is ap—proaching and President George
W.Bush is nearing the end of eight years in of—fleelJ No matter how you feel about himJ nOW that he’ S
leaving[l it’" S time tO get tO know Mr Bush[] not President Bush(J O Some diplomatst [0 00 O O have
described their meetings or conferences with him as* painful tO watch” [J But Bush can be surprisingly

“ professional” when he’ S inthe White Housell All of his staff know that[] when Bush wants an answer

[ guessing isn’ tadvised] “ He can find it out a mile away if you don’ t have the goods[]” said White House
communications director Kevin Sullivant] O O “ No ieans allowed in the West Wing[] Coat and tie in the Oval
[ Office” is the rule from the Texas cowboy president] “ Orderliness in the process gave him confidencell

" commented Peter Wehner[D a fofiner top Bush assistantC] (1 [ In the president’” S presencel] turn off your cell
phoneld] Pity the person who gets the Bush stare when a Blackber— ry rings at the wrong timed [ [ During the
baseball season] he often had a game on the TV He quietly welcomed ball players to the White House for tours
or dinnertime conversation Regardless of what the sport wasld he 10ved it if a championship team cJ e t0 the
White Houseld Their moment was his moment [ [0 Bush was insistently optimisticC] no matter bow low his
polll] OO OO 00 numbers got[] “ Every day has been pretty joyous[] ” he said recently] summing up one of the
hardest presidencies ever known[ [ [ Busfi can show his temper and impatiencel] But if he took any criticism
personally[] he tried not tO show it[] [J [J Whan a former press secretaryJ Scott McClellanJ wrote a scathing
book on Bush’ S leadership[] the president told his senior assistants tO let it go[]
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