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00 O Unit 1 Beowulf] O Literature, as a written record of human life and representative of high level of national
language, is also a legacy of long civilisation. Therefore, the knowledge of early English people and English language
is beneficial to literature learning.[J O The important events in the early part of English history are Roman
Conquest, Anglo-Saxon Conquest and Norman Conquest in subsequence, which leave influence to different
extent upon the development of England as a nation and that of English as a language.[J (I English literature started
from the Middle Ages, which embraced two quite different periods of literary history, the Old English and the
Middle English. The Old English is also known as Anglo-Saxon English, mainly used during the period of
Anglo-Saxon Conquest. The first most impressive long poem in this period is Beowulf, the greatest of Germanic
epics in the English language, which is a fabulous starting point of English literature. It is the Norman Conquest in
1066 that sharply divided the two periods and began the period of the Middle English. The Middle English is used
to describe the language from then to about 1500, a period during which London English gradually became the
dominant dialect.
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