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O [ ds help us in different ways. Some birds kill enormous quantities of insectstJ which they feed to their young.
Many birds eat insects throughout the year.[I [ It has been found that during the summer all the birds of a certain
state together probably ate over 2000 000 bushels of insects a day[] Most of these insects were harmful. Think what
would happen if all these insects were not killed. Trees and crops would bedestroyed and the air would be filled
with insects.lJ [J Some birds are thought of as policemen. All summer longld wrens[J robinsCJ and many other
birds search for all kinds of insects. All day long] swallows and flycatchers are sweeping the air clean of flying
insects. At night whippoorwills and nighthawks continue to patrol the air for flying insects.(] [0 Many of our
common birds are mostly seed eaters. These birds eat large quantities of weed seeds. Weeds keep cultivated plants
from growing properly. Farmers and gardeners must fight weeds constantly if they wish good crops or attractive
gardens. If it were not for the seed-eating birds] the farmer’s task would be much harder. A large seed-eating bird
[ such as the snow bunting[] can eat a thousand seeds of pigweed at one meal.[] [1 [0 [
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