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00 O To the Instructor O We all know that many students entering college today do not have the reading skills
needed to do effective work in their courses. A related problem apparent even in class discussions(] is that
students often lack the skills required to think in a clear and logical way.[] [0 The purpose of Ten Steps to
Improving College Reading Skillst] Fourth Editionl] is to develop effective reading and clear thinking. To do so
[0 Part | presents a sequence of ten reading skills that are widely recognized as essential for basic and advanced
comprehension. The first six skills concern the more literal levels of comprehensiond [0 [1 Understanding
vocabulary in context] [0 Recognizing main ideas] [ Identifying supporting detailsC] [1 Recognizing implied
main ideas and the central point(] [0 Understanding relationships that involve addition and time[]

[0 Understanding relationships that involve examplesC] comparison and/or contrastC] and cause and effect[]

[0 The remaining skills cover the more advanced critical levels of comprehension] [0 O Distinguishing between
facts and opinions] [0 Making inferencesl] [ Identifying an authors purpose and tone[J [J Evaluating arguments
O O In every chapter in Part IC] the key aspects of a skill are explained and illustrated clearly and simply.
Explanations are accompanied by a series of practicesC] and each chapter ends with four review tests. The last
review test consists of a reading selection so that students can apply the skill just learned to real-world reading
materialsC] including newspaper and magazine articles and textbook selections. Together(d the ten chapters
provide students with the skills needed for both basic and more advanced reading comprehension.[J [J Following
each chapter in Part | are at least six mastery tests for the skill in question. The tests progress in difficulty[] giving
students the additional practice and challenge they may need for the solid learning of each skill. While designed for
quick grading] the tests also require students to think carefully before answering each questioin.
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John Langan has taught reading and writing at Atlantic Cape Community College near Atlantic City, New Jersey,
for over twenty years. The author of a popular series of college textbooks on both subjects, he enjoys the challenge
of developing materials that teach skills in an especially clear and lively way. Before teaching, he earned advanced
degrees in writing at Rutgers University and in Reading at Rowan University. He also spent a year writing fiction
that, he says, “ is now at the back of a drawer waiting to be discovered and acclaimed posthumously.” While in
school, he supported himself by working as a truck drive, a machinist, a battery assembler, a hospital attendant, and

an apple packer.
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0 O Check Your Understandingl] O Now read the following paragraph and see if you can underline its main idea:
[0 O 1Tailgating--following too closely behind another vehicle is a common cause of accidents. 2yet tailgating
accidents could be avoided if drivers followed some clear-cut guidelines. 3Any car that is less than two seconds
behind the one ahead is definitely too close. 4Two car lengths is a safe following distance to maintain in local
driving. 5Two-car accidents often become chain-reaction pileups when a number of drivers are all tailgating in a
line. 6At freeway speeds, or in snowy, icy or foggy conditions, people should increase following distance well
beyond what is normally safe. 7Finally, drivers who are impatient or aggressive need to develop the self-control not
to express those feelings through dangerous behaviors like tailgating.[] [ Explanation:[] [ In the preceding
paragraph, the main idea is stated in the second sentence. The fists sentence introduces the topic, but it is the idea in
the second sentence--tailgating can be avoided by following clear-cut guidelines--that is supported in the rest of the
paragraph. So keep in mind that the first sentence may simply introduce or lead into the main idea of a paragraph.
Very often, a contrast word like yet, but, or however signals the main idea, as in the paragraph you have just read:[]
[ Tailgating--following too closely behind another vehicle--is a common cause of accidents. Yet tailgating
accidents could be avoided if drivers followed some clear-cut guidelines.
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0 10 O O O general pointd O O O [0 supporting details
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0 main ideald
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00000000 DO (major details &mp; minordetails) D D 0 0D 0 O00O0O0OOOOO DO O supporting
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(0 30 O illustration O O O O (for instance, such as(] )]

0 40 O Comparisond O (in a similar manner, in the same way, resemble, likewise[] ..)0J

O500contrast D0 0000 OOODO OO O unlike, as opposed to, rather than, conversely on the contrary,
instead, in contrast, while O even though, still, nevertheless, however, despite []

0J 60 O cause and effect 0 O [0 O O lead to, result in[] as a consequencel] thereforel] accordinglyd .[J

601 O O fact &amp;opinion 0 0 0 000000 OODOOO0OOOOOODOODOO OO should ought todd O
ood
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0O O O O O O inform; persuade; entertain.
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Top1:* Inauniquely human way, there are people who care what happens to their fellow human beings.”
a.[J If I were the son of the old man, when | heard that another Marine had been comforting my dying dad in his last
hours, I would feel grateful for sure. Whether | had been really there companying with my father is totally
unimportant, what is really important is that my father had believed and thus been consoled by the fact that he had
his son was right there with him and he was not alone. The Marine had helped my father calmly face and not be
afraid of the death, and | am ashamed that | had not been there to help my beloved one. I am grateful that my father
had not been restless forward his death because of my absence.
b.[J There once was a time when | felt needed, it was once a pleasant experience; but now when | recall the memory, it
was more like a burden. My friend Georgina, she needed me in every thing. One thing annoys me most is that she
needed my attention whenever she feels ignored or depressed. She rings me so often and say the most dulling and
stupid things. She just needs an eye watching her otherwise she would feel upset and I am no more than a tool that
provide such attention. When we talked in the phone, she said much about what happened to her, trivial stuff
mostly, while she rarely asked me how I was going or asked in a stupid and indifferent way. | have been tired of
such conversation.
I would like to offer help to my friend, but I don’ twant to be a sheer tool. | am not happy in that relationship
because how | feel is taken little account of.

c.People would care about people to whom they have no particular obligation and what do the givers gain? Take
my experiences for examples.
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Is it a nature of human being? I mean, to a certain extent, helping others in need is just like that we are helping
ourselves. We all are members of human beings and thus we are able to share the same feelings in some particular
occasions. | remember in the novel The Unbearable Lightnessof Being, (D O OO O O0OO0OOOOOOODOO
O00,000000000000000000000D0O0O) Iguessthe givers gain nothing but love, the love
that prove his or her existence, that prove his or her relationship with the world. If one could not feel the hurt as
others feel, he or she is dead literally. Whenever one shuts the door to others, he or she at the same time cut the

relations with others, or maybe humans and the world.
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