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0 O Id like today to tell you something about lectures and note-taking.[J [J Note-taking in listening is a complex
activity which requires a high level of ability in many skills. When a student takes notes in a lecture he has to do four
things.OJ O Firstly, the student has to understand what the lecturer says as he says it. The student cannot stop the
lecture in order to look up a new word or check an unfamiliar sentence pattern. This puts the non-native speaker of
English under a particularly severe strain. Often he may not be able to recognize words in speech which he
understands straightaway in print. Hell also meet words in a lecture which are completely new to him. While he
should, of course, try to develop the ability to infer their meaning from the context, he wont always be able to do
this successfully. He must not allow failure of this kind to discourage him, however. Its often possible to understand
much of a lecture by concentrating solely on those points which are most important.[0 [0 The second thing the
student has to do is to decide whats important. But how does the student decide whats importantC] This is in itself
another skill he must try to develop.[J [0 Probably the most important piece of information in a lecture is the title
itself. If this is printed beforehand, the student should write it down accurately and completely, and study it
carefully. A title often implies many of the major points that will later be covered in the lecture itself. It should help
the student, therefore, to decide what the main points of the lecture will be.
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