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[0 O German engineer Karl Benz, inventor of numerous car-related technologies, is generally regarded as the
inventor of the modern automobile. The four-stroke petrol [ gasolined internal combustion engine that
constitutes the most prevalent form of modern automotive propulsion is a creation of German inventor Nikolaus
Otto. Early attempts at making and using internal combustion engines were hampered by the lack of suitable fuels,
particularly liquids, and the earliest engines used gas mixtures. A later version was propelled by coal gas. Karl Benz
built his first automobile in 1885 in Mannheim. Benz was granted a patent for his automobile on 29 January 1886,
and began the first production of automobiles in 1888. Soon after, Gottlieb Daimler and Wilhelm May bach in
Stuttgart in 1889 designed a vehicle from scratch to be an automobile, rather than a horse-drawn carriage fitted with
an engine.[J [0 1 Veteran Car Eral] [0 By 1900, mass production of automobiles had begun in France and the
United States. By the start of the 20th century, the automobile industry was beginning to take off in western Europe,
especially in France, they produced 30,204 in 1903, representing 48.8% of world automobile production that year.
Innovation was rapid and rampant, with no clear standards for basic vehicle architectures, body styles, construction
materials, or controls[3]. Automobiles were seen as more of a novelty than a genuinely useful device. Breakdowns
were frequent, fuel was difficult to obtain, roads suitable for travelling were scarce, and rapid innovation meant that
a year-old car was nearly worthless.
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